
Mineral Physical Properties & Uses







	Mineral
	Color
	Streak
	Hardness
	Special Properties
	Uses

	Mica
	black, silver, green
	white-gray
	softer than penny
	breaks into planes
	cosmetics, insulator in electronics

	Calcite
	white, tan, brown
	white
	softer than penny
	fizzes with acid
	cement used in construction of buildings, roads, bridges, and sidewalks, building stone, linoleum and counter tops, antacids, chewing gum

	Flourite
	purple, green
	white
	harder than both
	flouresces
	optical glass, fluoride in drinking water and toothpaste, refrigerants in refrigerators 

	Gypsum
	clear, white
	white
	softer than fingernail
	
	drywall, cement manufacturing, plaster-of-paris

	Halite
	white
	white
	softer than penny
	tastes salty
	salt and preservative for cooking, soaps and detergents, road de-icing

	Magnetite
	gray, black
	black
	harder than both
	magnetic
	[bookmark: _GoBack]iron and steel for cars, ships, bridges, buildings, machinery, tools, kitchen appliances, cans, cooking utensils (stainless steel), magnets

	Copper ore
	green, blue
	green
	harder than both
	
	electrical wiring used in buildings, appliances, telephones, motors, and power lines, copper pipes, coins, jewelry

	Quartz
	white, clear, any color
	no streak
	harder than both
	
	computer chips and optics, glass, semi-precious gemstones (ex. amethyst)

	Talc
	white, gray
	white
	softer than fingernail
	feels waxy or powdery
	powders, medicines, food, paper



	Station
	Color
	Streak
	Hardness
	Mineral Name
	Use

	Station 1
	
	white
	
	
	

	Station 2
	
	green
	harder than both
	
	

	Station 3
	
	
	softer than penny
	
	

	Station 4
	
	no streak
	
	
	

	Station 5
	
	
	harder than both
	
	

	Station 6
	
	
	harder than both
	
	

	Station 7
	
	white
	softer than penny
	
	

	Station 8
	white, gray
	
	
	
	

	Station 9
	
	white or gray
	softer than penny
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